H STORY

The California Traffic Control Devices Conmttee is an outgrowh
of the California State Sign Commttee.

The State Sign Conmttee was organi zed about October 1933, after
the first signed contract between the State and the two

aut onobil e clubs. Menbership in the first commttee consisted of
the State Miintenance Engi neer, Chief Engineer for the California
State Autonobile Association, and the Field Engineer for the

Aut onobil e C ub of Southern California. The autonobile clubs
performed all signing functions on State Hi ghways until 1947. In
1938, M. Vickery, the first State Traffic Engi neer, becane a
menber of the conmttee.

Sonetinme after 1948, conm ttee nenbershi p was expanded to include
representation fromthe California H ghway Patrol, the Institute
of Traffic and Transportati on Engi neering of the University of
California, the League of California Cties and the County
Supervi sors Association of California.

In April 1968, after deliberations over a sixteen-nonth period,
the commttee was reorgani zed with the adoption of By-Laws by the
Si x parent-organi zati ons. These organi zations are: the Departnent
of Transportation, the California H ghway Patrol, the League of
California Cties, the County Supervisors Association of
California, the Autonobile C ub of Southern California and the
California State Autonobile Association. The scope of the
commttee was broadened, as the new nane "California Traffic
Control Devices Conmttee" indicates, to include all devices

rat her than signs only.

The Institute of Transportation Studies and the regional office
of the Federal Hi ghway Adm nistration serve the Commttee as
techni cal advisors. Legal services are provided by the State
Depart ment of Transportation.

In 1969 the California Legislature enacted | egislation which nade
the role of the Traffic Control Devices Commttee even nore

i nportant than before. At that tinme the Legislature deleted al
provi sions fromthe Vehicle Code which specified standards for
traffic control devices, and enacted all-enconpassi ng Sections
21400 and 21401.



Section 21400 requires that the Departnent of Transportation,
after consultation with |local authorities, adopt uniform
standards for all traffic control devices to be used on
California streets and hi ghways.

Section 21401 provides that only those official traffic control
devices conform ng to the standards pronul gated by the State
Department of Transportation shall be placed on a hi ghway.

Three things in these code sections are worthy of consideration.
The code makes the Departnent of Transportation the responsible
agency for standards to be used in California; it requires
consultation with the |ocal authorities in the devel opnent of

t hese standards; and finally, no other devices, other than those
adopted, may be used in California.

The California Traffic Control Devices Conmttee has been
officially recognized as the advisory body to the State's
Director of Transportation in the area of traffic control
devices. It is through this commttee that Caltrans fulfills the
requi renent to consult with local authorities in devel oping
standards for traffic control devices.

The California Traffic Control Devices Conmttee and the
California Departnent of Transportation are working together to
keep the State's Traffic Manual updated. This Manual represents

t he basi c standards and specifications prescribed in the Vehicle
Code Sections 21400 and 21401. It is a working tool which is
constantly under review to incorporate the devel oping sci ence and
technol ogy of traffic engineering. It is the shared opinion of

t he Departnent of Transportation and the Traffic Control Devices
Committee that input to the Manual should be solicited from al
agenci es and organi zati ons who are affected by its provisions.

It should be recognized that not all devices specified in the
Manual on Traffic Control Devices have been adopted for use on
California streets and hi ghways. Were there is a difference
between the State Traffic Manual and the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, the State Traffic Manual has precedence.

As previously nmentioned, the California Traffic Control Devices
Comm ttee includes representatives of the League of California
Cities and of the County Supervisors Associ ation. These
representatives as well as Caltrans and the two auto clubs have
undertaken an active comruni cations programto nmake new

devel opments known to all working | evels of governnment and to
invite input by all |evels of governnent. The Manual is no | onger



a Departnent of transportation Planning Manual. It is a State
Traffic manual, and needs your input to nmake it a better working
tool for all agencies.



